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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

THE NEED FOR WELL-TRAINED MALE NURSES 

Dear Editor: There has come to my notice knowledge of a growing need 
in certain departments for efficiently trained male nurses. Genito-urinary cases 
and certain types of mental excitements cannot be nursed by a woman yet they 
require skilled care. Social service workers tell us the need for men, especially 
in the after-care of the insane, is already recognized. There is not a single regis- 
tered training school for male nurses in New York State, except the training 
schools of the state hospitals and these fail to supply the required general hos- 
pital experience. Will the readers of the Journal kindly inform us of registered 
training schools or departments for the training of male nurses in other States? 

Interested. 
New York. 

STAINS ON WHITE PAINT 

Dear Editor: 1 want to ask if there is any way of removing stains produced 
by bichloride of mercury on white walls and woodwork. The walls of the oper- 
ating rooms are painted white and the surgeons unthinkingly splash when 
"scrubbing up." It has disfigured the walls so much that I would be very grate- 
ful if you have any suggestions to offer, either from yourself or fellow nurses. 

B. P. 
Wisconsin. 

WHAT CONSTITUTES A NIGHT'S WORK 

Dear Editor: I was called outof bed the other night, at 10.45, to go to a hos- 
pital and went on duty shortly before midnight, working till 8 a.m. When I was 
paid I was told that I had been on duty half a night and was therefore entitled 
to half a night's pay. Do you agree with me that 1 was entitled to two-thirds 
of a night's pay? If a patient occupied a room for this length of time, he would 
be charged for a full night. Why doesn't the rule work both ways? 

New York. A. F. G. 

(Institutions calling in nurses from the outside usually have established rules 
with which they are expected to comply. If the rules are known and ac- 
cepted, no complaint can be made, but every opportunity should be given for a 
complete understanding between the institution and its employees. — Ed.) 

AN URGENT APPEAL FOR MISSIONARY NURSES 

Dear Editor : Can you help us to find three or four nurses between 25 and 
35 years of age, members of the Episcopal Church who would be willing to serve 
in missionary hospitals in Alaska, the Philippines and China? Here is a letter 
which is typical of some of the appeals which we have from our nurses who are 
in that field. Perhaps you will be willing to print it. The other day a cable 
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came from St. Luke's Hospital, Manila, stating that the hospital would have 
to be closed unless we could send two nurses quickly. We have not secured them 
yet. We have two simple hospitals for Indians of the Yukon River in Alaska, 
one at Fort Yukon and one at Tanana. We need a nurse for each of them. 1 
will take pleasure in supplying details. 
Church Missions House John M. Wood. 

281 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

"1 know that you haven't an idea how badly we are in need of a nurse at 
St. James' Hospital (China). 1 know three nurses sounds like a great many 
and that very few hospitals have even three but if we could all stay well all the 
time and never need furloughs we could manage. It is the furlough question 
that 1 am worrying about at present. In less than two years 1 go home. Our 
aim isn't just to take care of the patients but to have a good training school for 
Chinese nurses. That means a great deal of teaching in Chinese. A person 
needs a good foundation of language study before she can teach nursing subjects 
in Chinese. We take these students on a contract to give them a course in nurs- 
ing which takes regular teaching for three and a half years at least. Then they 
take an examination given by the Nurses' Association of China which grants 
their diploma. Dr. Taylor teaches materia medica and bacteriology. He goes 
home next year and there is nothing ahead but for the classes to stop, as Dr. 
Bliss will not have enough language to go on with them. This school has had 
such a hard time to keep its head above water, first Dr. Taylor's furlough when it 
had to close for more than a year, then Miss Tomlinson's long delay at home and 
my furlough, so that we are just beginning to see any fruit of our labors. Of 
our five graduates, one studied medicine, one is school nurse at St. Hilda's, one 
is about to start district nursing in Hankow, one married and one is here. We 
are about to graduate three more; and there will be several each succeeding year 
if we can go on with the teaching. It seems a very few when one thinks of the 
years we have put into this hospital. Every class that 1 teach in Chinese means 
hours and hours of preparation and then 1 am desperate for days after wonder- 
ing how much the class understood. This was one of the first training schools 
established in China and we are having constant demands from other missions 
for graduate nurses to help in their training schools. If we could get the right 
sort of a nurse, one who could get a good knowledge of the language and take the 
greater part of the theoretical teaching and help in other ways, it would put 
the training school on a basis that it has never had. We don't want a nurse 
fresh from a training school, but a woman who has had some other experience 
since her graduation and preferably one from a large hospital school. Within 
a very few years there will have to be a new women's hospital as this is over- 
crowded and the men's always has a waiting list for beds. The governor of 
Canton who was a former patient has given us $2000 towards it, the governor of 
Anhwei last week did the same. So you see the Chinese themselves are realizing 
our need and are willing to help." 

(Signed) Mary Reed Ogden. 



